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DIRECTOR’S REPORT EOR 1902. 


National Gallery, Ireland, 

Uth April, 1903. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to submit my Report for the year 1902. 

The Gallery was opened to the public from the 1st January to the 1st October when, 
owing to the building operations and their consequence, it was found necessary to close 
the doors, which remained closed to the end of the year. In the month of October, 
part of the new buildings having been completed by the contractors, the work of hang- 
ing the pictures was commenced. Those of the Dutch and Flemish Schools were first 
proceeded with and were arranged in four of the new rooms on the upper floor. The 
range of rooms on the lower floor appropriated to the National Portrait collection was 
next taken in hand and all the oil pictures and drawings belonging to that collection 
were hung before the end of December. 


During the time occupied in re-arranging the contents of these rooms the Board of 
Works commenced to repaint and decorate the old portion of the Gallery, except the 
Sculpture Hall, It was thought that this opportunity should be taken to treat the 
walls of the upper galleries in a more suitable and lasting manner than heretofore, and 
the Board of Works were approached with that view. The use of . Tynecastle canvas 
of an approved design, which would have improved the appearance of the rooms, 
would have afforded a better background for the pictures than the paint and distemper 
hitherto used, and would have been infinitely more durable, was strongly urged upon 
the Board. I regret to say, however, that the Commissioners of the Board of Woiks 
did not see their way to carrying out the Work in the manner desired, the reason given 
being that of expense. The walls of the older portions of the Gallery have theiefoie- 
been painted as before. 

As the rooms in the old building were completed the arrangement of their contents 
was proceeded with, but had not been finished at the end of the year. 

The entire work of taking down and re-arranging the collection, cleaning frames and 
other incidental work, was done by the Gallery Staff without any outside oi extra 
assistance whatever. 


The arrangement of the Collection in the different Galleries will be, when finished, 
as follows : — 


Italian Pictures, 

Spanish and French Pictures, 

British Pictures, 

Early German, Flemish, & Dutch Pictures, 
Flemish, 17th Century, Pictures, 

Dutch, 17th Century, Pictures, . 
Drawings, . 


Large Gallery in Old Building, 

Gallery No. 12, in Old Building. - 
Galleries Has. 10, 11, and 13 in Old Building (No. 10 bemg 
deroted to the works of Turner). 

Gallery No. 15 in New Building. 

Gallery No. 16 in New Building. 

Galleries Nos. 17 and 18, in New Buildings. 

In Gallery No. H. 
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National Portrait Collection : — 

(a.) Engraved Portraits, in Gallery No. 1, the Old Portrait Gallery. 

(b.) Views, &c., of Old Dublin, in Gallery No. 2,- in- New Building. 

(c.) Pictures and Drawings, in Galleries 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, in New Building. 


During - the year the following Pictures, Drawings, Engravings, &c., were purchased 
at the prices appended:— 

la.) For the General Collection : — 


£, 

10 

50 

10 

80 

100 

30 


Sketch for a Ceiling, by Sebastiano Ricci, 

War, by T. Stothard, . 

Still Life, by Jan Weenix, 

The Chibouk, by R. P. Bonington, 

The Riding School, by Karel Du Jardin, 

Cartoon, design for Stained Glass, by Sir E. Burne-Jones, Bart., 

Pencil drawing, by.W. Mulready, . . . . . 1 10 

Chalk drawing, by Thomas Hudson, . . . .. . 10 0 

Chalk drawing, by Fra Bartolommeo, 

Pencil drawing, by G. Metsu, 

Water-colour drawing, by Jakob Jordaens, 

Water-colour, by B. C. Watkins, R.H.A., 

„ View from Clontarf, by O. Leatham, 

„ View from Clontarf, by R. G. Seymour, 

Old Bridge over the Dodder, by George Du Noyer, 

„ . Riverside with figures, by William Payne, 

,, The Gap of Dunloe, by G. Petrie, 

Oil sketch, Kilkenny Castle, by Henry O’Neill, . 

Chalk sketches, by Pietro Dandini, 

(b.) For the National Portrait Gallery : — 

Portrait of Queen Elizabeth, ascribed to Lucas de Heere, . 52 10 

„ Lord Enlwarden, Painter unknown, . . . 15 0 

Marble, from a life-mask of Sir F. W. Burton, by Jn. Hughes 

R. H.A., , . . . . . IK O 

Bronze Statuette, James II. on Horseback, by Larson after 

design by J. Wyck, . 

Mezzotint, Queen. Victoria, as a Child, by J. W. Chapman after 

S. P. Denning, . . . . , , 111 

Mezzotint, portrait of Bishop Maurice, by James MacArdell, . 1 5 

The following Donations were received 
(a.) For the General Collection : — 

The Assumption, by P. Gramorseus. - 

Presented by Sir Henry Howorth, K.C.M.G. 

Water-colour, A Street in Limburg, by J. E. Rogers, A.R.H.A. 
Presented by Miss Rogers. 

Two Miniatures, by Charles Robertson. 

Presented by E. Stanley' Robertson, Esq. ; : . ’ 


Drawings in Pencil, <fcc., Designs for the Mace in the Royal College' of Physicians, Dublin,’ 
by Sir Frederick W. Burton. ■. 

Presented by J. P. Heseltine, Esq. 


Oil Picture, Portrait of a Lady, by. George Jamesone. 
Presented by H. P. Lane , Esq. 

Watercolour,^. by J. F. Lewis, R. A. . ' 

Presented by the Duchess of St. Albans. 

.Bronze Statuette, The Dancing Faun. 

Presented by James F. D'Arcy, Esq. 
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Etching, Jupiter and Juno, by James Barry, R.A. 

Presented by W. Booth Pearsall, F.R.C.S.I. 

Set of 18 Etchings by the Rev. "W. FitzGerald. 

Presented by W. Booth Pearsall, F.R.C.S.I. 

(b.) For the National Portrait Gallery : — 

Fac-simile of a Drawing by Albert Durer,. “Ancient Irish Costumes.” 

Presented by the late Stephen Spring Rice, Esq., C.B. 

Chalk Drawing, Portrait of Augustus Burke, R.H. A., by A. Grey, R.H.A. 

Presented by W. Booth Pearsall, F.R C.S.[. 

By an Indenture, dated the 30th July, 1902, between the Countess of Milltown and 
the Governors and Guardians of the National Gallery of Ireland, the Countess of Mill 
town made over to the National Gallery of Ireland the collection of Pictures, Sculpture, 
Books, Silver, Decorative Furniture, and other Works of Art, at Russborough, Co. 
Wicklow : the said collection to be known as the Milltown Collection, and to be kept 
and exhibited separately from the rest of the Gallery collection. This collection has 
remained at Russborough pending the completion of the rooms designed for its recep- 
tion, but arrangements are now being made for its transfer. 

During the year the following Pictures were surface-cleaned and varnished : — 

No. 52. Landscape, by I. Moucheron. 

„ 54. Portrait Group, by J. Sustermans. 

„ 166. The Blind Piper, by J. P. Haverty. 

„ 221. Portrait by Salvator Rosa. 

„ 507. The Halt, by S. Ruysdael. 

„ 510. Landscape, by N. Berchem. 

„ 511. The Sleeping Shepherdess, by J. B. W eenix. 

„ 512. Interior of a Guard-room, by H. de Hondt. 

„ 513. Christ at the House of Martha and Mary, by Rubens. 

„ 518. Portrait of J. H. Foley, R.A., by T. Mogford. 

No. 533. Still Life, by Jan Weenix, was cleaned, repaired, and re-lined. 

The two Cartoons after Raphael, which have been for many years unhung for want 
of space, were surface-cleaned and had some slight damages repaired, with a view of 
hanging them in the Gallery. 

Tickets of admission to copy in the Gallery were issued to 11 persons 7 ladies 
and 4 gentlemen. The total number of attendances by students and artists was 489. 

The following increase to the Gallery Staff necessitated by the enlargement of the 
Building was sanctioned by the Treasury : — 

4 Attendants. 

1 Furnaceman. 

1 Cleaner. 

1 Charwoman. 

To fill them the following appointments were made : 

Attendants. 

Henry Fullerton, late Royal Navy. 

John Walsh, late Constable, Dublin Metropolitan Police. 

Thomas Chandler, late Sergeant, Hampshire Regiment, 

George Brereton, late Private, 5th Lancers. 
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Fv.mace.man. Philip Haslam, late Royal Engineers. 

Cleaner, John Cleary, late private, Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 

William Murphy having resigned his post as Attendant, his place was filled by the 
appointment of James W. Murphy, late 4th Dragoon Guards. 

The Constitution of the Board of Governors and .Guardians remained unchanged 
throughout the year. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

WALTER ARMSTRONG, 
Director . 
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APPENDIX. 


DESCRIPTION OF PICTURES ACQUIRED DURING THE YEAR. 


1. Sebastiano Ricci (1662-1734). Italian School. 

Design for a Ceiling Decoration, 

Purchased in Dublin. 

Numbered 542. 

2. Thomas Stothard (1755-1834). British School. 

War, a composition of great spirit, based on the famous cartoon of Leonardo da Vinci, “ The Fight 
for the Standard.” 

1 foot 10J inches high, 2 feet 1| inches wide. 

Numbered 536. 

3. Jan Weenix (1640-1719). Dutch School. 

On a stone table a dead leveret and various small birds, and a hunting horn. View of mountain 
landscape through a window in the background. 

2 feet 7 inches high, 2 feet 1 inch wide. 

Purchased in Dublin. 

Numbered 533. 

4. Richard Parkes Bonington (1801-1828). British School. 

A young Turk seated cross-legged, on a cushion. He holds a long chibouk in his hand and seems to 
be just awakening from a siesta. 

9£ inches high, 11£ inches wide. 

Numbered 532. 

5. Karel du Jardin (1622-1678). Dutch School. 

A groom leading a grey horse, in a walled inclosure ; horsemen in background. Stormy sky. 

1 foot 11 \ inches high, 2 feet 4| inches wide. 

Numbered 544. 

6. Lucas de Heere (1534-1584)— ascribed to. Flemish School. 

Portrait of Queen Elizabeth. Bust portrait as a young girl. 

13-g- inches high, 10|- inches wide. 

Numbered 541. 

7. Painter unknown — British School. 

Portrait of Lord Nil warden, Chief Justice of the King’s Bench in Ireland. 

2 feet 5£ inches high, 2 feet wide. 

Numbered 535. 

8. George Jamesonk (about 1595-1644). British School. 

Portrait of a Lady, Ml length in printed oral, dressed in black silk oyer an embroidered under-dress, 
which shows at the sleeves and breast. A jewelled ornament hangs by a black rrbbon from her neck. 

2 feet 5£ inches high, 2 feet 1 inch wide. 

Numbered 534. 


Dtmra . l’rbited to Hi. M.Jtay'. St.tta.ry Otic, 

By Anal. Tacc 4 Co. (LimM}, 87, 88, ml 89, Abb.y-.trta, 
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